
AP LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 

SUMMER READING 2017 

“I cannot live without books” Thomas Jefferson 
 

Rachel Jupin: rjupin@newbedfordschools.org  

Welcome to Advanced Placement Literature and Composition. Incoming AP Literature students are required to 
read several texts in preparation for the course and subsequent AP exam. One portion of the AP exam, the 
Free Response essay, demands that students have a wide range of challenging literary works which they can 
draw from when writing the essay. The goal of the course’s reading, however, is not only to prepare you for 
the exam but to initiate you into conversations about ideas through books by both contemporary and classic 
authors. They will be discussed at length using the Socratic Seminar format. 
 
Texts to be read and annotated this summer: 

 How to Read Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines by 
Thomas C. Foster. 

 Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 

 Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
 
Note: These books are readily available at local bookstores and online discount retailers such as Amazon.com.  
(If you cannot afford to buy any of the books, please email Mrs. Jupin) 
 

Summer Reading and Writing Assignments 
 

Part I: Reading and Annotation 
As you do your summer reading, you should be doing a careful textual analysis and annotation, which requires 
marking up the text (underlining, highlighting, and making margin notes). The more you annotate and engage 
the text, the better off you will be in understanding the text. As annotation is required, it is strongly suggested 
that you purchase the books to complete the annotations directly into the books. 
 
To prepare yourself, annotate by way of close reading. Pay special attention to all standard literary elements 
such as: narration, plot, characterization, setting, tone, diction, syntax, figurative language and theme(s). 
Utilize the following websites for help with ideas related to close reading:  
 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/751/01/ 
http://www.personal.psu.edu/users/s/a/sam50/closeread.htm 
http://theliterarylink.com/closereading.html 
 
Part II: Analytical Paragraphs (Quiz Grade or 20%) 
The questions below require you to apply understanding of the book, How to Read Like a Professor to select 
themes and elements in Invisible Man and Frankenstein. Complete the following writing assignments for both 
pieces of literature for the chapters listed below. Each analytical paragraph should be at least 300 words in 
length (one typed page, double spaced). 
 
 

Chapter 1 “Every Trip is a Quest (Except when it’s Not)” 
Apply five aspects of The Quest to the Narrator’s journey. You can view any single element of his 
movements or view the entirety of the quest. 
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Chapter 11 “More Than It’s Gonna Hurt you: Concerning Violence” 
Many types of violence (emotional, physical, and/or mental) are evident in the novels. Choose one and 
discuss the effects on the narrator. 
 
Chapter 12: “Is That a Symbol?” 
Using the process Foster describes, investigate the symbolism in the books. Keep your analysis focused 
on two or three symbols. 
 
Chapter 22 – “He’s Blind for a Reason, You Know”  
The title of this chapter, being blindfolded, blindness, and eyes – they all come up as do psychological, 
moral, and intellectual sightedness and its absence. Explore this topic. 
 
Chapter 24 “Don’t Read with Your Eyes” 
Choose a scene or episode and discuss the importance of understanding it from a contemporary 
perspective regarding assumptions that the author makes, assumptions that would not necessarily be 
those of a 2017 reader. 

 
Part III: AP Essay (Test Grade or 30%) 
For each of you to better understand how to write effectively for the college level, it is important that you do 
just that – write! I want you to answer both essay prompts by writing a 2-page essay (Typed, 12pt font, double 
spaced, & MLA format) and cite quotes to support your thesis. You will then use both essays to learn the 
fundamentals of writing a Literary Analytical Research Essay for college in September. I will teach you this 
process and the skills needed to write well for college. 
 

1. In a novel by William Styron, a father tells his son that life “is a search for justice.” Select a character in 
The Invisible Man who responds in some significant way to justice or injustice. Then write a well-
organized essay in which you analyze the character’s understanding of justice, the degree to which the 
character’s search for justice is successful, and the meaning of this search to the work as a whole. 

 
2. Morally ambiguous characters, who are neither purely good or evil, often lie at the heart of many 

novels. Choose a character from Frankenstein who fits this description, and how does that character’s 
moral ambiguity contribute to a major theme in the novel. 

 
All reading assignments are due on Tuesday, September 5th – NO exceptions! Students who do not complete 
the summer reading assignments should be prepared to suffer in their first quarter grade! 
 
I do believe you will enjoy these texts. While I recognize that there is an assignment tied to each of these 
novels that will affect your grade, I also want you to recognize the value of reading and the enjoyment that 
can come from becoming immersed in a well-written book. Summer is an excellent time to appreciate the 
written word. Find a cozy place to read. Set a schedule for your reading so that you do not fall behind. 
Mostly, take time to enjoy and appreciate this summer. Don’t wait until August to begin your reading.  
 
Happy reading! 
 
Mrs. Jupin 


